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daily applications like the first are made until the crust becomes com¬ 
pletely black and easily movable upon the tissues beneath. The crust 
may now be removed and another application made; if on the next day 
the resulting crust is easily movable one may be sure that the treatment 
is successful. If the crust is firmly fixed the treatment must be continued 
as before until the entire disappearance of the cancerous elements.— 
Gazette mddicale de Paris, 1903, No. 47, p. 389. 


Empyroform.— Dr. Alfred Kraus reports upon this new tar prepa¬ 
ration, which is a condensation product of birch tar and formalin. It 
is used as a 1 per cent, solution with chloroform and acetone, as a 
paint with chloroform and traumaticin, or as a 5 per cent, ointment with 
equal parts of lanolin and vaselin. It is most useful in chronic eczema, 
relieving the itching in a decided manner, and it is even useful if there 
be acute symptoms. In psoriasis, lichen urticatus, prurigo, pityriasis 
rosea and versicolor it has given good results.— Prager medicmische 
Woelienschrift, 1903, No. 33, p. 419. 


The Action and Therapeutic Application of Radium.— Dr. Jumon 
reports encouraging results from the therapeutic use of this substance 
in lupus. After the radium rays have been applied for five or six days 
the surfaces to which they have had access become reddened, and after 
prolonged application an appearance like that of a second-degree burn 
or an ulceration of the surface may be produced. The ulcers are whitish 
or yellowish, shallow, not indurated, painless, and slow to heal. This 
latter process may be facilitated by the use of dressings wet with boric 
acid solution. If pus germs gain access to the abraded surface sup¬ 
puration may ensue. When the healing is complete, white, soft, super¬ 
ficial cicatrices usually result. If the application of the rays has been 
too short the ulceration produced is too superficial, and recurrence of 
the original lesion is likely to take place. On the other hand, perma¬ 
nent cure follows the application of “plaques” of radium of an intensity 
of from 5000 to 19,000 for from twenty-four to thirty-six hours. Such 
a treatment results in a white, pearly cicatrix, sometimes surrounded 
by a zone of brown pigmentation. The scar is flexible, not indurated, 
and unlike that produced by ordinary measures. So far as immediate 
result is concerned, the curative effects seem excellent; what the ultimate 
result will prove to be only time will tell. The advantages of the treat¬ 
ment are its simplicity, its freedom from pain, and the comparatively 
short time needed for its completion. Undoubtedly study of the subject 
will be followed by modifications of the technique of the use of the 
substance.— Revue de thempeutique, 1903, No. 20, p. 692. 


Ascites Treated by a Diet Free from Chlorides.—M. Achard reports 
two cases of ascites, one due to hepatic cirrhosis, the other to mitral 
insufficiency, where a diet in which the chlorides were reduced was 
followed by good results after a milk diet had failed to benefit the 
patients. The diet prescribed was as follows: sixteen ounces each of 
meat and potatoes, two ounces of rice, five ounces of sugar, and forty- 
five grains of salt. The first patient’s weight fell in twenty-five days 
from 138 to 119 pounds, and so remained after an ordinary diet had 
been resumed; the diet prescribed was but slightly poorer in salt than 
the milk diet, but the diuresis due to the sugar and starches aidedjKe 
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organism in the excretion of the chlorides. The ascites of the second 
patient increased under ordinary diet; but being put upon a diet lacking 
in salt her weight remained stationary for twelve days, after which the 
daily ingestion of 5 drachms of salt resulted in an increase of the ascites 
and an increase of eight pounds in weight in six days. Examination of 
the ascitic fluid showed a diminution in its chlorides when the patient 
was upon the diet lacking in salt and a rapid increase in these elements 
when ordinary regimen was resumed .—La semaine medicate, 1903, 
No. 45, p. 369. 
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Infections of the Newborn.—S. McC. Ha mill and W. R. Nichol¬ 
son (Archives of Pediatrics, September, 1903, p. 641) report a series 
of cases of infections of the newborn, and present the conclusions from 
their study. They do not incline to accept as pathological entities such 
conditions as melfena neonatorum, hemorrhagic disease of the newborn, 
Buhl’s disease, Winckel’s disease, etc. According to their observations, 
and in accordance with the literature, all the clinical symptoms described 
under these various titles may exist as manifestations of a number of 
different infections, the nature and severity of the symptoms depending 
upon the character of the infecting organism. Any classification, there¬ 
fore, must depend upon a bacteriological basis. 

In the six cases recorded six different micro-organisms were isolated, 
viz., the bacillus pyocyaneus, the bacillus lactis aerogenes, the colon 
bacillus, the staphylococcus aureus, the bacillus coli immobilis, and a 
streptococcus. In their complete list of cases, amounting to about fif¬ 
teen, only one other micro-organism, an unclassified micrococcus, has 
been encountered. Various other organisms have been found in similar 
infections, but those most commonly encountered are the streptococcus, 
the bacillus coli communis, and the staphylococcus. Delestre, for 
instance, in thirty-seven positive cultures from infected infants, found 
the streptococcus fourteen times, the colon bacillus ten times, and the 
staphylococcus six times. 

The post-mortem findings may be summed up in the words “conges¬ 
tion” and “hemorrhage,” varying in degree in different cases. There 
is usually a considerable degree of congestion of the spleen, the mesen¬ 
teric lymph nodes, the kidneys, suprarenals, liver, stomach, or intestines. 
Ulceration in various portions or the gastrointestinal tract has been 
recorded. The liver, kidneys, and the suprarenal glands may be the 
seat of hemorrhages. Hemorrhages into the sei-ous cavities are common. 



